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Daniel R. Sykes

Park & Recreation Manager

AGENDA
Park and Recreation Commission
Thursday, September 11, 2008 - 5:30 PM
Hearing Room - 1st Floor, 
675 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
2. Approval of Minutes for the July 11, 2008 Meeting (Action Item)
3. Approval of Agenda (Action item)
4. Chair Announcements and Commissioner Comments (Informational Only)
5. Parks and Recreation Division Staff Reports (Informational Only)
A. Parks Activities Report

B. Lake Solano Nature Center Construction Update
C. Status of Parks Division Hiring 
D. Study of Park Incident Data, regarding review of Ranger public safety duties
E. Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant Workshop

F. Letter Regarding Filling of Commission Vacancy

6. Status of Past Commission Recommendations (Informational, with Possible Action)
7. Committee Reports  (None Scheduled)
8. Public Comments

9. Confirm next regular meeting of November 13, 2008 at 5:30 pm, and Adjourn

The County of Solano does not discriminate against persons with disabilities and is an accessible facility.  If you wish to attend this meeting and you will require assistance in order to participate, please call (707) 784-7905 at least 24 hours in advance of the event to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  

If you wish to address any item listed on the Agenda, please submit a Speaker Card before the Commission considers the specific item.  If you wish to address an item not on the agenda, please submit a Speaker Card before the first speaker is called for Public Comments.  Cards are available at the entrance to the hearing room. 
AGENDA ITEM 6:

List of Recommendations from Park and Recreation Commission

	Date
	Item

	February 9, 2006
	Approval of proposed changes in Chapter 19 of the County Code, with final language to be confirmed by staff and ad hoc committee

	May 18, 2006
	Recommendation to approve additional amendments to Chapter 19 of Solano County Code relating to Parks and Recreation

	July 13, 2006
	Recommendation to approve the Master Plans for Lake Solano and Sandy Beach Parks

	November 9, 2006
	Approval of FWPF Grant application for FY 2006/07

	January 11, 2007
	Approval of FWPF Awards for FY 2006/07

	January 11, 2007
	Approve a letter of support for Yolo County grant request for fishing access sites on the eastern side of Putah Creek

	June 27, 2007
	Commission requests that Staff modify the Staff proposal for the use of Kinder Morgan Settlement funds

	July 12, 2007
	Approval of FWPF Grant application for FY 2007/08

	July 12, 2007
	Commission modified its December 2005 recommendation about use of the Kinder Morgan Settlement funds, and recommended a Kinder Morgan ad hoc committee be formed, to develop criteria and an objective evaluation process for distribution of the funds

	August 2, 2007
	Chair Hermsmeyer appointed a Kinder Morgan ad hoc committee, and disbanded several inactive ad hoc committees of the Commission.

	November 1, 2007
	Approval of FWPF Grant awards for FY 2007/08

	November 1, 2007
	Approval of Guidlelines for use of Kinder Morgan Settlement Funds, and recommendation for Board of Supervisor’s approval.  The ad hoc committee was disbanded.

	March 13, 2008
	Approval of success criteria for Lynch Canyon Open Space

	June 5, 2008
	Evaluation Committe for FWPF program appointed

	June 5, 2008
	Recommendation to Staff to stop the process of amending the County Code regarding rangers carrying firearms, to return the firearms to the rangers, to give them training to carry firearms, and to further study the County Code issue before returning to the Commission for a recommendation.

	July 10, 2008
	Approval of FWPF application for FY 2008/09


SOLANO COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

  
UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD
THURSDAY, JULY 10, 2008 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER - FIRST FLOOR HEARING ROOM,
675 TEXAS STREET FAIRFIELD, CALIFORNIA

 

Commission Members Present:
Riddle, Alvarez, Hermsmeyer, and Leong

Commission Members Excused:
None.

Staff Present:
Sykes, Tanner-Linné, Dimitrios George (non-staff

member of FWPF Committee)
1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Hermsmeyer called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.  Tanner-Linne called roll. A quorum was confirmed.  

2. Approval of Minutes for June 5, 2008 Meeting 

Hermsmeyer made a motion the minutes be approved. Leong moved to approve the minutes as amended and Alvarez seconded. The minutes from the June 5, 2008 were approved unanimously.

3. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve agenda as is was made by Leong; second by Riddle. Agenda approved unanimously.  

4. Chair Announcements and Commissioner Comments 

Hermsmeyer had received a phone call from Felicia Flores-Workman asking the status of the “Smoke-free parks” project.  Would staff please give a status report on this topic?

Alvarez asked staff to add to future agendas the status of the Commission’s past recommendations (e.g., whether the commission’s recommendations have gone to the CAO’s office or the Board, and the Board’s actions).
5. Parks and Recreation Division Staff Reports (Informational Only)
A. Ongoing and Upcoming Work of the Parks Division in FY 2008/09
Staff Sykes spoke on the goals for the upcoming fiscal year.  The Parks Division will continue to facilitate special events as was done in FY 2007/08, with a focus on promoting public health through healthy outdoor education, particularly targeted to children.  Ranger training will continue, including interpretive training and public safety training in appropriate law enforcement and emergency response skills.  Parks will continue to evaluate the public safety responsibilities of the rangers based on their recent role transition to an unarmed peace officers.  This will include developing use-of-force policies and procedures and a ranger operational manual, and reviewing the status of our cooperative parks policing efforts with the Sheriff’s Office.  This will also include compiling and reviewing data for incidents and crimes within the parks over the 2008 summer season and past years.
We will also continue to pursue grants and opportunities to make park facility improvements, including the Sandy Beach boat dock, and to expand the Parks’ interpretive/educational programming.  Other ongoing initiatives this fiscal year include looking for a computerized / on-line Parks reservation system; researching how to implement no-smoking areas and alcohol restrictions; and scoping out and finding funding for directional signs to the County Parks on local highways.
B. Parks Activities Report (Data was available for May 2008)
1. Attendance at Belden’s Landing Water Access Facility was 381.  Work during May included regular maintenance, cleaning, and parking lot repainting

2. Attendance at Lynch Canyon Open Space was 845 people in May.  Also notable was 250 people who attended the first Lynch Canyon Trail Run on June 21, which  raised a net revenue of $8,000 that will go toward park improvements. The park was closed July 9-11 due to red flag fire conditions.
3. Attendance at Sandy Beach County Park was 9,200 people.  Attendance figures rose significantly from March (4,500) and April (6,500).  Work at the park in May included installing a new volleyball court.  Staff continues to get compliments for the new tables, grills and campfire rings installed in January.
4. Attendance at Lake Solano County Park was 17,000 in May.  Also notable was the Kiwanis Club’s Kids Fishing Derby on June 7 that attracted 150 participants.  The Waterways Education group held 7 trips for schoolchildren.
C. Lake Solano Nature Center Construction Update
Site preparation and staking started June 16.  Full construction started on July 1, and a temporary office has been setup at the park.  Hope to have an enclosed building by October.  Also plan on having a fish aquarium exhibit, and satellite internet access for park staff.  Project completion date is scheduled for February 2009.
6. Committee Report
Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund (FWPF) Evaluation Committee:  Present proposed application for FY 2008/09 for Commission Review and Approval 

Hermsmeyer stated the committee met twice.  He stated he feels very comfortable with what they have done on the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant Application.  This is a turning point in the way we do business with the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant.  The four page application did not fit the potential grants of $100,000.  Some reasonable requirements were added so the County does not write a check and hope the applicant does what they say they are going to do.  
Riddle stated he has not had a chance to totally review the documents due to the timeframe of delivery of the items to the commissioners.  In your minds does this meet the settlement agreement?  

Hermsmeyer stated the Board-adopted guidelines for use of the Kinder-Morgan Settlement Funds were used as the basis for the application.  The Board of Supervisors also requested the grant process include a category for studies that will look at the effect on Suisun Marsh by impacts caused by the Delta Vision Statement and global climate change.

Riddle says this is an elaborate process for smaller organizations.  Would a small project qualify and receive the same amount of points as a large project that would ask for a larger sum of money.

Hermsmeyer stated that applicants can apply for any amount.  This process will make them think about their project and what they truly want for their project.  It does mandate 25% matching funds, and site visits are required to make sure applicants comply with their application.  This is change and change is uncomfortable.  I don’t feel this excludes anyone.   

Alvarez:  the project needs to be all planned and have their ceqa lined up before submitting their application.  They have to go to their boards and get a resolution.  You need to get your timing together and be able to meet the timing deadline.  Do they have to have the CEQA in hand by the application deadline?

Georges:  if it is a small project they may qualify for a CEQA exemption.

Sykes: I will take this question to our County Counsel and see what their ruling is on addressing CEQA. This is a lot of money and a lot of legal liability if the environmental codes are not followed properly.

Riddle and Alvarez suggested Staff should hold workshops with the groups now to let them know what CEQA is and the involvement of the new process of the application. This would help with the transition.

Riddle said we could separate the Fish and Fine Money from the Kinder-Morgan money.  That would accommodate the smaller guy and the $100,000 guy.  

Alvarez stated he did not think the amount of money determines the need for CEQA; however, some of these projects may already be exempt.  I would like to continue to award to the smaller groups we have awarded in the past; so it may encourage them to apply if you tell them about CEQA.  The hands-on, volunteer, non-profits do more work than some of the larger groups.  We should sit down with them and walk through this process.  I can live with this if we do this.

Leong stated he thought the commission could work with any group and liked the idea of the workshop.  Also like the idea of asking for matching funds.  He said this application was a lot of work and think it was well thought and good.  CEQA is a fact of life and we not to like it but must live with it.  He did not have any problems voting on this tonight.    

Hermsmeyer asked Staff if it was possible that General Services could have a workshop.  Sykes said yes.

Alvarez asked if we need the resolution from the applicant’s authorizing body at the time of application, or at the time of execution of the contract?  

Sykes:  It is required at time of application.
Alvarez stated that they should leave the application as it is and except change the CEQA compliance to be at the time of execution of contract.  And if not completed at that time, the awarded money would go back to the fund.  

Leong made the motion:  Accept this grant funding application but include on the form, boxes to indicate whether CEQA is complete or if CEQA is pending and will be ready at time of execution of the contract.  Failure to provide CEQA at time of contract will cancel application.  Further move that the required resolution from the authorizing body be submitted prior to the time of contract execution, and not at the time of application.

Hermsmeyer seconded the motion.  

Chair Hermsmeyer called for a vote.  Yes:  Hermsmeyer, Alvarez and Leong.  Opposed:  Riddle.  The motion carried.

Riddle made a second motion to have a workshop included in the new application process.  Hermsmeyer seconded the motion.  Alvarez amended it to state Staff should set the timing to work best for Staff workload.   Motion passed unanimously.  

7. Public Comments
Dae Kim, Park Ranger commented on his concerns about the recent changes to ranger law enforcement duties and submitted a letter to the Park and Recreation Commissioners.
8. Next regular meeting was confirmed for September 11, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.
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