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Information this week 

MTC Commission and ABAG Executive 
Board Approve Plan Bay Area 2050+ Final 
Blueprint for Further Study 

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) and 
Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) have 
approved the Final Blueprint 

for Plan Bay Area 2050+. At the ABAG Executive Board’s January 
16 meeting and the Commission’s January 22 meeting, staff 
presented the long-range plan’s growth geographies, strategies, as 
well as the final lists of transportation and resilience 
projects recommended for analysis in winter/spring 2025. This 
follows a December 2024 presentation to the MTC Planning 
Committee, in which staff provided a more detailed overview of 
proposed transportation strategies and projects, as well as a 
refined transportation revenue forecast, weaving in 
recommendations from the Final Transit 2050+ Network 
development process.   

Staff will conduct further modeling and analysis of the Final 
Blueprint in the coming months, returning to policymakers in spring 
2025 with Final Blueprint outcomes prior to advancing the plan to 
the environmental phase. Staff anticipate releasing the Draft Plan, 
Draft Environmental Impact Report and Draft Implementation Plan 

 

Follow on 

Twitter  

Important Numbers 
Resources and Dates 

District 2 Office 

(707) 784-3031 

Clerk of the Board & County 
Administrator's Office 

(707) 784-6100 

Veterans Services 

(707) 784-6590 

Health & Social Services 

(707) 784-8400 

Assessor/Recorder 

(707) 784-6200 

Resource Management 

(707) 784-6765 

Registrar of Voters 

(707) 784-6675 

Tax 
Collector/Treasurer/County 
Clerk 

(707) 784-7485 

Area Agency on Aging  

(707) 784-8960 
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for additional public feedback and engagement in summer 2025. 
Plan Bay Area 2050+ is anticipated for adoption in early 2026.  

Updating the Plan’s Equity Priority 
Communities  

Leading up to this month’s Final Blueprint approval, MTC and 
ABAG also released the final update to the Equity Priority 
Communities (EPCs) geographies in December 2024. In addition to 
informing long-range planning efforts, EPCs are also used to 
identify funding and public engagement priorities, among other 
areas. The final Plan Bay Area 2050+ Equity Priority Communities 
Map ensures that no EPC tracts previously identified as part of Plan 
Bay Area 2050 will lose EPC status in Plan Bay Area 2050+.   

Existing EPCs designated under Plan Bay Area 2050 will continue 
to be recognized until the adoption of Plan Bay Area 2050+. Once 
the new plan is adopted, existing plus new EPCs will then be in 
effect until potentially early 2030, depending on the results and 
adoption of a forthcoming effort to re-envision the EPC planning 
framework. 

Seeking Comments on Scope and 
Content of Forthcoming Environmental 
Analysis  

On January 14, MTC and ABAG released a Notice of 
Preparation for the Plan Bay Area 2050+ Draft Environmental 
Impact Report, inviting agencies and members of the public 
to provide comment on the scope and content of forthcoming 
environmental analysis that will be conducted on the draft plan.   

The scoping meeting for Plan Bay Area 2050+ will be held 
virtually on January 29, at 1 p.m. Public comment will be 
accepted through February 13, 2025. More information can be 
found on the EIR Scoping Meeting page of the Plan Bay Area 
website.  

More data is needed in California's fight 
against retail theft 

Press release from the Little Hoover 
Commission: 

New state laws regarding organized retail 
theft and property crime took effect in 
California on Jan. 1. Last August, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom signed a 
“landmark legislative package,” which 
includes stricter penalties for individuals 

involved in retail and property theft, sentence enhancements for 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lhc.us15.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D116bcf2fbafb1178b0098d45a-26id-3D1ce94cc198-26e-3Dde99316315%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3Dir7gWTrtOok-xUw5y-duLTk4eHarQuBFTWdVMuqxvl2CGex9suAphVCehdezwAxx%26s%3D0XyjszvYcZMcoTSLFOI6XOEB_RW_lOLSU-QS7HF3j78%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C51a5ca5f23d142626b9808dd3be0f1d4%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638732559509036794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lttlEXsQnVitu8NWGU1YsNEbTzb3E8yc0%2BMbQw7TjBA%3D&reserved=0


property damage to businesses, and stronger tools to ensure law 
enforcement can arrest retail theft suspects. 

Although these new laws will make it easier to prosecute retail theft, 
they don’t address the need for a clearer understanding of retail 
crime in California. According to a 2024 Little Hoover Commission 
report, Retail Theft: A Data-Driven Response, more detailed crime 
data is needed for policymakers to develop an evidence-based 
response to the issue. 

The Little Hoover Commission, California’s independent watchdog 
agency, released the report after conducting a comprehensive 
study on retail theft amid reports of rising retail crime in the state 
and complaints from retailers and law enforcement officials that 
existing statutes were inadequate. After looking at available data, 
the Commission found that despite a recent uptick, reported retail 
theft remained at roughly the same level as during the 2010s and 
lower than it had been in earlier decades. Retail theft is 
undoubtedly underreported, but the degree of underreporting is 
difficult to determine. 

The Commission also learned that the state does not consistently 
collect detailed retail crime data, such as the circumstances 
surrounding a crime, law enforcement’s response, demographic 
data about the people arrested, and the final disposition of the 
case. 

The Commission commended the Department of Justice for its 
existing data initiatives, and recommended they be expanded in 
consultation with experts to include a much higher level of detail. In 
addition to data collection, the Commission recommended that the 
state partner with California universities and other nonpartisan 
research institutions to study preventative measures, rates of 
underreporting, economic impact, and drivers of public perception. 

To read the Commission’s full report on Retail Theft implementation 
and find more information about the Commission’s work on the 
subject, click here. 

 

Public hearings 

Fairfield City Council Retreat 
The Fairfield City Council will hold their council 
retreat special meetings next weekend to provide 
direction on the organization’s goals and key 
projects that will guide the budget and employee 
activities. The meetings will be held in person 
only and the public is encouraged to come and 
participate. 

  

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lhc.us15.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D116bcf2fbafb1178b0098d45a-26id-3De326e03785-26e-3Dde99316315%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3Dir7gWTrtOok-xUw5y-duLTk4eHarQuBFTWdVMuqxvl2CGex9suAphVCehdezwAxx%26s%3D4OU0fmf-HWbSooIwmFbi6C6cZy3qyPZwsAKhoxHTb6o%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C51a5ca5f23d142626b9808dd3be0f1d4%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638732559509051897%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Betk%2F3YBbjDw3TOLrdB2vSaTHtETp2XIQekpsE9vMY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lhc.us15.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D116bcf2fbafb1178b0098d45a-26id-3D5d5bc9ced2-26e-3Dde99316315%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3Dir7gWTrtOok-xUw5y-duLTk4eHarQuBFTWdVMuqxvl2CGex9suAphVCehdezwAxx%26s%3Dnk8PSku5hlk5FeAp-m9pulWEj74NE-9SaOlnKowq6as%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C51a5ca5f23d142626b9808dd3be0f1d4%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638732559509065490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yT1%2Bbc5g15DMaZOGxT6t3CjYYuqs5Q8LNFiKDJioXhQ%3D&reserved=0


The retreat schedule is as follows: 
Council Retreat Day 1 
Friday, January 24: 5 to 8 p.m. 
Police Training Facility, 1717 Rex Clift Lane, Fairfield 

Council Retreat Day 2 
Saturday, January 25: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Police Training Facility, 1717 Rex Clift Lane, Fairfield 

For more information, call the City of Fairfield at (707) 428-7400. 
The agenda will be posted January 22 or 23 
at fairfield.ca.gov/councilagendas. 

Vallejo monitor town hall meeting 

 

The Vallejo Evaluator oversees the implementation of the 
Settlement Agreement (Agreement) entered into by the California 
Department of Justice (CALDOJ), the Vallejo Police Department 
(VPD) and the City of Vallejo (City) (the Parties) on April 8, 2024. 
The Agreement contains a series of police reform measures that 
the City and VPD will implement. 

For more information, click here.  

 

http://fairfield.ca.gov/councilagendas
https://www.vallejomonitor.com/


Community Open House next week 
regarding Vista Cove Development 

Sancerra is hosting two community open house meetings next 
week to discuss the proposed residential development, "Vista 
Cove" in the Glen Cove community. 

This is an applicant-led informational meeting. Sancerre states in 
their invitation that "Your input and feedback on our project is very 
important to us - questions and comments will be accepted at the 
meeting, and we hope you will join us to learn more and share your 
feedback with us." 

There are two dates to choose from: 

Tuesday, January 28, 5:30 to 7 p.m. and Wednesday, January 
29 5:30 to 7 p.m. Both meetings will be held at the Norman C. 
King Community Center, located at 545 Magazine Street in 
Vallejo. 

State Route 37 Sears Point to Mare Island 
Improvement Project 

 

State Route 37 is an important regional connection linking the 
north, east and west SF Bay Region following along the northern 
shore of San Pablo Bay. This 21-mile-long roadway from US 101 to 
I-80 connects job markets and housing within Marin, Sonoma, 
Napa and Solano counties. 

The future of the State Route 37 Corridor requires finding solutions 
to traffic congestion, periodic flooding, and rising sea levels. But it 
will also require balancing transportation needs with protecting and 
enhancing sensitive marshland habitats. Planning a long-term 
solution presents an opportunity to provide bicycle, pedestrian, 
transit, and carpool options for all travelers, and enhance the 
quality of life for residents and build stronger local and regional 
economy for all. Caltrans is working with its partner agencies, The 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission and the four North Bay 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__j7nythjab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001cy6pNc4-2DgVeoBJBrSjPwVI6GGkZwA58JBmxCLAQih-2DARvDSM4ybKHt0HNeqzJn9mBBQzpFqrrBD-5FHZMHikqYa-2DIfUyFPgl7KiLqUzEfvzBwZavf8PXGEIsnELLUJ1sSRzC-5FpL4WHU7v7XN0RPWp-2DV5K4AG-5Fc4bx8-26c-3DcI-5FZ-5FuHRjte4c7mIzaRpI6X-2D5uJZ22NDMqoH5b6lCGbowjurXpO0Ng-3D-3D-26ch-3DOf0dJz0dRFjV-5FpJAJaRVwms8Hbs3j5u9I25CcnW-2DZ7cWqMhvHwnqeg-3D-3D%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DMomLJVsk3B6lNBRk64ocArXFtSdjd6dBw7u-ApLJ9kc%26m%3DqHpsX0rWa7anWuQlJ9roa_tPDLfHPdQxQ1KLe6bF6uq5dMBORK0N_3e8mbTq0SEN%26s%3DHyMAf10EY4mIcg6z09zh1WVNbtyZdNFfXVVl5dgs0S8%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C825b40a8f5164687273308dd3b2a09b7%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638731773945564368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IrRbbI7pLsiXVMxNLbEakSGrJYL6z0U7bZh6pVkf%2BOM%3D&reserved=0
https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-37-corridor-projects/37-project-partners


County Transportation Agencies to develop a more resilient 
corridor. 

• Draft Supplemental Environmental Document (PDF) is now 
available for review. 

o Public Comment Period: Through February 3, 
2025. Comments may be submitted via the 
following methods: 

▪ Email to stateroute37@dot.ca.gov 
Postal Mail addressed to: 
Caltrans District 4 
ATTN: Skylar Nguyen, Senior 
Environmental Scientist 
P.O. Box 23660, MS: 8B, Oakland, CA 
94623-0660 

To view the SR 37 Projects Visual Library, click here. Below is a 
rendering of the proposed tolling Gantry East of the Tubbs Island 
Trailhead Road Intersection Looking East.  

Solano County General Plan community 
forum 

 

To register, click here. For more information, click here.  

https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/sr37-spmiip-supplementaldeir-2024-12-13r-ada-a11y.pdf
mailto:stateroute37@dot.ca.gov
https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-37-corridor-projects/37-visual-library
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/solano-county-general-plan-healthy-communities-tickets-1083329731389
https://sustainablesolano.org/


Solano County Caregiver Forum 

 

To register, click here.  

 

Updates from around Solano County 

CHP Women in Law Enforcement -in 
person- Hiring Seminar 

Join the CHP for their next Women in Law Enforcement Hiring 
Seminar on Saturday, February 1, at the Golden Gate Division 
office in Vallejo, 1551 Benicia Road, beginning at 9 a.m. 

Learn about the incredible opportunities a career with the California 
Highway Patrol has to offer. Hear from current employees about 
their path to the CHP, and the different roles they served on the 
department. 

https://action.alz.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=700093515


You will have an incredible group of people available to 

answer all the questions you have wanted to ask about a 

career in law enforcement and why a career with CHP is for 

you. 

To learn more about this event, and to sign up, click on the 

link: https://bit.ly/4hkMt1H 

If you have any questions, reach out to the Golden Gate Division 
Recruitment Unit at 30recruitment@chp.ca.gov or call (707) 917-
4360. 

Free COVID tests at the Benicia Library 
Free COVID antigen tests are 
available at the Benicia Public 
Library for anyone who needs 
them. Each package contains two 
tests.  

Limit two packages (4 tests) per person per visit while supplies last. 

These tests have been provided by the California Department of 
Public Health.  

The library is located 150 E L Street.  

Love Is in the Air on Benicia's First Street 

 

The popular wine and chocolate walk returns! 

Thirty (30) Downtown Benicia businesses will open their doors to 
sample wine and tasty bites. Grab your sweetheart or make it a 
galentines day as you sip, stroll and explore the unique boutiques 
and galleries on First Street. 

Enjoy up to 15 tastes and souvenir glass with over 30 downtown 
locations (and wines) to choose from. Lite bites are served at select 
locations. 

https://bit.ly/4hkMt1H?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3iOLI92GgqVHCxt8Z3UvVwU34UW8uRNLHPeIfCcnjOKez_eM_PE1MupUc_aem_9B1ZKqGHZX1Lj63fe2D1GA


TICKET PRICES: 
Early Bird tickets are $35 each or $65 for two until midnight on 
January 25. 
Starting January 26, all tickets are $40 each. 
Online tickets sales end January 31 at midnight. 
Day of tickets are sold in-person at 90 First Street while supplies 
last. 

Ticketholders must be age 21 and over. 

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: 

• Check-in starts at 12:30pm at Benicia Main Street, 90 First 
Street. 

• Tasting begins at 1PM. 

• A map of tasting locations, wristband and souvenir glass 
will be provided at check-in. 

• Each ticket holder MUST be present and must show ID at 
check-in. 

• This is a rain or shine event. 

To purchase tickets, click here.  

Molly Cares Calling Program Hosted by 
Molly’s Angels 

Thanks to support from the 
Napa/Solano Area Agency on Aging, 
the Molly Cares friendly calling 

program expanded to Solano County in June 2024. 

This no-cost program pairs local seniors with volunteer callers for 
weekly check-in calls, offering companionship and identifying those 
in need of vital resources. 

Through partnerships with local organizations, they help connect 
seniors to essential services, including food, housing, and mental 
health support. 

For more information, visit the website or call (707) 224-8971. 

2025 Teen Photo Contest 

2025 Teen Photo 
Contest Fine Print 
Rules 

Eligibility: Any teen age 12-
18 in Solano County 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/benicia-wine-chocolate-walk-2025-tickets-1119365124219?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.mollysangels.com_programs_molly-2Dcares-2Dsolano%26d%3DDwMF-g%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DuXxnP0WLXjaoKDfNd11E_cEC6RiENhxis9jvbrs5fSg%26m%3D4mu2xEQbmBa-7UNpstgEyHSTUcjMQbZVtXLhHZI89Fqi-Ux6VTQWUy7BNS8k0rRZ%26s%3DZR2Vjp1LFv1x6pLK_-9IJgN-VNt1pzNIsKsgE824EFk%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc92a66d24fab47a539ed08dd3be193fc%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638732562222009135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MCThbfW%2BfzscUy4PnKRvTQHk9O%2FHto3hckAllxKDX2k%3D&reserved=0


Contest Period: Submit entries February 3- March 10 by 9 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time. 

Prizes: 

• 10 winning photos (1 from each photo category) will be 
displayed in our library branches. Category winners may 
request to keep the print of their winning photo from the 
library branch of their choice. 

How to Enter: 

• Email: Send your photos to teentechsolano@gmail.com. 
Include your Name, City, photo Category, and Title of 
Photo (optional). 

• Instagram: Use #sclphotocontest2025. Include your 
Name, City, Photo Category, and Title of Photo (optional). 
Important: Make sure your privacy settings allow the 
Instagram account ‘Solanolibrary’ to see your submissions. 

Contest Rules: You may submit one entry per category. Solano 
Library staff or its guest judges shall choose the winners from all 
entrants who have submitted an entry during the submission 
period. Winners shall be selected based upon which submissions 
are the most original, artistic and/or funny expression of the theme 
and category. The decision of the library is final. Prize winners will 
be notified by email or Instagram on or before March 29. Entrants 
will only be eligible to win one category each year. 

Photo Categories 
Architecture 
Album Covers 
Animals 
Food/Drinks 
Library (pictures of the inside/outside of your favorite library) 
Nature 
People & Portraits 
Special Effects 
Sports 
Travel/ Landscapes 

Library Use of Entries: By entering your work, you acknowledge 
that Solano Library shall have the right to use, modify, reproduce, 
publish, display, distribute, or make derivative works of Entry 
Materials for promotional or any other purposes. 

Original Work: You hereby warrant and represent that (a) you own 
all rights to all Entry Materials submitted by you; and (b) all such 
Entry Materials are original works of authorship on your part and 
have not been copied, in whole or in part, from any other work and 
do not violate, misappropriate or infringe any copyright, trademark 
or other proprietary right of any other person or entity. You hereby 
verify that you will provide full written permission of any 



recognizable person, and their guardian if they are a minor, who 
are depicted in your Entry Materials. 

American Legion National Commander 
Dinner 

 

James A. LaCoursiere Jr. was elected National Commander of The 
American Legion on Aug. 29, 2024, in New Orleans, during the 
105th National Convention. 

An Air Force veteran, LaCoursiere has been a longtime field 
representative for the American Legion Department of 
Connecticut’s Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund, which financially 
assists veterans and their families in need. 

LaCoursiere has held many leadership positions at The American 
Legion post, department (state) and national levels. He is a 
member of American Legion Post 91 in Moosup, Conn. He has also 



served as a national vice commander, Connecticut state 
commander, and chairman of the national Legislative Commission. 

LaCoursiere is married to his wife, Lisa, and has two children 
(Patrick and Meghan), and three stepchildren (Jason, Kaylene and 
the late Johnathan). 

Born to a military family in Honolulu, Hawaii, LaCoursiere attended 
Montville High School where he played junior varsity football, 
varsity football and varsity track. 

As national commander, LaCoursiere is strongly committed to 
raising awareness for The American Legion’s Be the One mission 
to prevent veteran suicide. 

Solano County Water Agency accepting 
entries for Water Awareness Video 
Contest 

 



The Solano County Water Agency is now accepting entries from 
Solano County students in grades 6 through 12 and their 
sponsoring teachers for the Water Agency’s 15th annual video 
contest. Winning entries will receive up to $1,500. 

This year’s theme is The Water Cycle: Why We Need to Think 
Outside the Sink. The contest is challenging students to explore the 
need for Solano County residents to think globally and act locally in 
order to conserve water. 

Students should create a one-minute public service announcement 
video explaining how we can all work together to conserve water on 
a broad scale. In their PSAs, we encourage students to think about 
all the different ways people, industries, and institutions use water, 
and to offer creative conservation steps for individuals and our 
society at-large to take. 

This year, the Solano County Water Agency will award prizes of 
$1,500 to the first-place video, $1,000 to the second-place video, 
and $500 to the third-place video. Additionally, the winning entry 
from each school with ten or more submissions will be awarded a 
$100 gift card. The three teachers who generate the most student 
participation in the contest will each win a $200 gift card. 

Entries will be judged by a panel of water efficiency experts and 
community leaders for content, accuracy, and response to the 
assigned theme; entertainment value and originality; videography, 
style and organization; and audio/sound quality. 

Complete information about the 2025 video contest, water 
conservation information, samples of past winning videos, and the 
2025 entry packet is available by clicking here.  

Entries can be submitted through e-mail to 
Education@solanorcd.org, via Google Drive using the form found 
on the contest website, or on a USB flash drive via US mail or 
delivered in person to the Solano Resource Conservation District 
office in Dixon. 

Release forms and entry forms must accompany video submissions 
in order for them to be considered. 

All entries and paperwork must be received by Tuesday, March 
18, at 5 p.m. 

Contact Shea Kinser at Solano Resource Conservation District at 
shea.kinser@solanorcd.org with questions or for more information. 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/solanowatervideocontest/


Hunter Hill Rest Area on Westbound I-80 
is now open 

 

The Hunter Hill rest area along westbound Interstate 80 reopened 
to the public this week, following several weeks of work to restore 
power and water pressure, Caltrans announced. 

Several utility boxes and many other infrastructure components 
were replaced in order to provide full services to Bay Area 
motorists. 

For real-time traffic, click on Caltrans 
QuickMap: http://quickmap.dot.ca.gov/ 

For 24/7 traffic updates, follow 511.org 

Exclusively Black prenatal groups hosted 
by Solano HEALs 

 

https://quickmap.dot.ca.gov/
https://511.org/


Starting February 5, 2025, Solano HEALs is providing an 8-week 
session to pregnant Black women living in Solano County who are 
seeking a supportive environment to learn how to process their 
trauma and develop techniques to support their pregnancy journey. 

Participants can expect doula led curriculum, improved insight into 
your pregnancy journey, and free giveaways. Interest form 
available here. 

Effective Black Parenting classes 

The Solano County Office of Education is proud to offer the 
Effective Black Parenting Training Classes, specifically designed 
for parents of color. 

This 8-week course is aimed at promoting family pride and 
cohesion, helping families set meaningful goals for their children, 
and identifying the necessary steps to achieve those goals. 
Through this interactive training, parents will gain valuable tools to 
strengthen their role in their children's lives and ensure their 
success. 

The course time will be 5 to 6 p.m. central standard time (CST) 
and will be conducted primarily online, with in-person 
meetings every other Thursday.  

Participants will also have the opportunity to celebrate their 
achievements at a closing graduation ceremony on February 28th, 
2025.  

To register, click here.  

Free Digital Literacy Classes 
From the city of Fairfield: 

Four class series with eight hours of training = 
Computer Skills and a free laptop to keep! 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 1/27, 1/29, 2/3, 
and 2/5: 3 to 5 p.m. inside the Fairfield 

Community Center, Lakeside, Suite B. 1000 Kentucky Street, 
Fairfield. 

Participants will learn how to: 
• Create & use an email account 
• Safely search the internet 
• Use Google Sute and other tools 
• Sign up for low-cost internet plans 
• And more! 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSf7I2xK4UKnnOa4xcjFsxNgayGQRzYMSvk_zbf3-yjOVACDXA%2Fviewform%3Fpli%3D1&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf0500fbc3855431e7cbd08dd1a31fe43%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638695524223747037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vUh2Oez22k2ynVQ4%2FzGBstxzktdN%2BNDp3Esbpp59lPk%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe73Oylha-iaVMv5MYxwtk_VWiA8nRcjrdnJuDgHeviyws_-w/viewform?pli=1


To register, click here.  

For more information, call (707) 419-6165 or email 
SolanoConnected@techexchange.org 

Women in Construction 

 

Fairfield Training Center is offering the Women in Construction 
career event happening on Friday, March 21 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in-person at the Fairfield Training Center located at 800 
Chadbourne Rd., Fairfield, CA 94534. 

All people are welcome to attend and must pre-register by Sunday, 
March 9th here. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd94B10FpAxDuEtweE8ydZ9WGEFLOD6cQt4wM1z4THSwXn8wA/viewform
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=jAfOVJW210qJ1_hJoZJVZtHJse-gfgtAlo7zm3-8az1UQlkySk9LU0dJR0NKNUM1NjI4REVPUUNZUC4u&origin=QRCode&qrcodeorigin=presentation&route=shorturl


Dover Park playground area closed in 
February for repairs 

 

For more information, contact Gary Sponslor (707) 428-7416. 

City of Fairfield's Parks and Recreation 
Department hiring 

 

To apply, and/or for more information, click here.  
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Solano County jobs 

 

f you, or someone you know, are interested in learning more about 
any of the positions below or other career opportunities, check out 
the Job Opportunities. 

Arts Benicia 
Arts Benicia invites the community to two 
new exhibitions, Forma Natura: Nature as 
Source; and In Remembrance: Lowell 
Dalton, Fine Artist and Craftsman. These 
exhibitions will open on Saturday, January 

25, an Opening Reception, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Forma Natura: Nature as Source, juried by Alicia Escott, features 
artists’ representations of the natural world. In the upstairs 
showcase gallery, there will be drawings, watercolors and paintings 
of Lowell Dalton, a longtime friend of Arts Benicia, curated by his 
wife Carol Dalton. 

If you haven’t signed up yet, there is still time to register for the 
upcoming program, Art Talks and Timely Conversations Series: 
Estate Planning for Artists: Ensuring Your Legacy, to be held 
on February 8, 2 to 4 p.m. at the Commanding Officer’s 
Quarters, 1 Commandants Lane. 

Speakers include Julia Schwartz, Sushanna Stern, Keley R. 
Peterson with moderator Ricci Victorio. To register for this program, 
which is free to Arts Benicia Members. To register or buy tickets 
use this link: https://artsbenicia.org/art-talks-and-timely-
conversations-estate-legacy-planning/ 

The Arts Benicia Gallery is located at 1 Commandant’s Lane, 
Benicia, in the Commanding Officer’s Quarters, in the historic 
Benicia Arsenal. Gallery hours are Thursday through Sunday, 1 to 
5 p.m. Visitors are invited to walk throughout the historic mansion 
built in 1860, an important and interesting part of Benicia's history. 
For more information visit https://artsbenicia.org 

Arts Benicia also offers art classes for adults and youth, many of 
which are open to beginners. Consider checking out the new 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governmentjobs.com%2Fcareers%2Fsolanocounty&data=05%7C02%7C%7C1e9afa895f724f5c5c2c08dd3c045923%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638732711543407709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lYj80KvKzTRNkDNCLFXmHaOyri29%2BkA8m2fUY8PicQE%3D&reserved=0
https://artsbenicia.org/art-talks-and-timely-conversations-estate-legacy-planning/
https://artsbenicia.org/art-talks-and-timely-conversations-estate-legacy-planning/
https://artsbenicia.org/


classes listed on the Arts Benicia website. For full listings, 
visit https://artsbenicia.org/adult-classes. 

Interested in sponsoring a program with Arts Benicia? The support 
of local businesses and donors is essential to the quality and reach 
of the programs. With your sponsorship support, Arts Benicia can 
continue to offer an engaging, diverse array of programs at low or 
no cost to the community. 

To find out more about sponsoring an Arts Benicia exhibition or 
program, please get in touch by emailing info@artsbenicia.org or 
visiting https://artsbenicia.org/sponsorship/ 

Inquiries? Email info@artsbenicia.org or visit http://artsbenicia.org 

Ekphrastic - Fairfield 

 

For more information, click here.  

https://artsbenicia.org/adult-classes
mailto:info@artsbenicia.org
https://artsbenicia.org/sponsorship/
mailto:info@artsbenicia.org
http://artsbenicia.org/
https://www.fvaa-arts.org/shop-2


Winter Shelter at BayNorth Church of 
Christ 

BayNorth Church of Christ will be 
providing a winter shelter for city 
of Fairfield residents who are 
unhoused. 

The winter shelter will operate 
each night through March 31, 
2025. The intake process will 
be from 6:30 to 8 pm and the 
shelter exit time will be 6 am 

each morning. Those needing shelter are allowed to line up 
starting at 6 pm. 

The winter shelter will be filled on a first come, first served basis 
each night with a limited capacity of ten. Individuals needing shelter 
must be able to independently manage activities of daily living and 
agree to comply with program guidelines. There will be limited 
space for personal belongings. 

The winter shelter address is 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, and 
the phone number is (707) 260-9794. 

FAST will provide free bus rides to the winter shelter on FAST 
route 3 from 6 to 7 pm Monday-Friday. Those who need a ride 
will need to board the bus at the Fairfield Transportation Center and 
let the driver know they are going to the winter shelter. Exit the bus 
at Solano Town Center, make a left on Pennsylvania Ave. and walk 
one block to Bay North Church of Christ. 

January calendar for Benicia Veterans 
Memorial Hall 

The January calendar of events for 
Benicia Veterans Memorial Hall: 

January 31: Sons of The American 
Legion 

The Benicia Veterans Memorial Hall is 
located at 1150 1st Street in downtown 

Benicia. 

 

 

 

 



Teen Writing Contest poetry reading 

 

 

Upcoming events in Solano County 

Anime film showing 

 



On Saturday, January 25, the Fairfield Civic Center Library will be 
showing the immensely popular 2016 fantasy anime film "Your 
Name" from 2 to 4 p.m. The library is located at 1150 Kentucky 
Street. 

This film is best suited for teens and adults. Popcorn and water will 
be provided as well! 

Setting the Bar on Filipino Food 

 

 

 

 

 



Solano County Public Defender Clean 
Slate Day 2025 

 

To apply, click here.  

Winged Migration Expo hosted by Vallejo 
Flood and Wastewater District 
Join the Vallejo Flood and 
Wastewater District on February 1 
and 2 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for 
their Winged Migration Expo and 
support the community through 
knowledge preservation of the Pacific 
Flyway in California and celebrate its 
birds within the natural world. 

This free event will involve interactive kids' activities, speakers and 
experts, wing-themed art and vendors, and live or virtual tours of 
the island. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rCB_XvHlg0-MO85EuEhkIRPkk3bJc3NOsN5okX2QXExUNzVJSDJRWE9INkUxU1FPTTdJSU5ZUzE2OS4u&origin=QRCode&route=shorturl.


The location is building 34 on Nimitz Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592. 
For more information, visit the website here. 

Black History Month Documentary 

 

Join the Solano County Library for a screening of the documentary 
"100 Years from Mississippi". 

This film is (1hr) and rated NR. Open to all ages, but children must 
be accompanied by an adult. Popcorn and water will be provided. 

The showing will take place from 1:15 to 2:15 p.m., Saturday, 
February 1 at the Suisun City Library, 601 Pintail Drive.  

Benicia's Third Annual State of the City 
On February 11, from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m., the city of Benicia and the 
Benicia Chamber of Commerce will 
host the Third Annual State of the 
City, presented by Mayor Steve 
Young and City Manager Mario 
Giuliani. 

The event will be held at the 
Benicia Clock Tower, 1189 
Washington Street. 

To purchase tickets, click here.  
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https://members.beniciachamber.com/ap/Events/Register/ZRF6EayHgCeC2


State of the City Event to unveil 
“Blueprint for a Brighter Future” on 
February 20 

 

The Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with the 
city of Fairfield, invites the community to the State of the City Event, 
"Blueprint for a Brighter Future," on February 20 from 8 to 10 
a.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn, 2200 The Courtyard in Fairfield.  

Mayor Catherine "Cat" Moy, City Manager David Gassaway, and 
Chamber President Lisa Bonnington will host the event, which will 
include breakfast, a State of the City presentation, and a panel with 
local business and sector leaders. Discussions will focus on key 
topics such as Fairfield's economic climate, commerce, growth, 
manufacturing, workforce development, and real estate trends.  

Registration is now open for attendees at $55 per person. Space is 
limited, so interested individuals are encouraged to secure their 
spots now.  

Don't miss this unique opportunity to gain a broader perspective of 
the city of Fairfield's achievements and future endeavors.  

For tickets and reservations, click here.  

https://fairfieldsuisun.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/8947


 

Events I attended this week 

MLK weekend: I attended the NAACP Vallejo Branch #1081 
installation on Sunday, January 19. Thank you, President Ms. 
Hunter, for the invitation. 

Monday, January 20, the MLK Day March was moved, and I 
walked on the sidewalks on Mare Island Way toward the JFK 
Library. Later, I attended the MLK event held at the Fairgrounds. 
The event was sponsored by the Black Chamber of Commerce. 
Thank you, Ms. Richardson, for the invitation. (Yes, I bought 
earrings from vendors). The evening ended at the Community 
Congregational UCC. Ms. Gast and friends put on a wonderful 
celebration. A shoutout to Brandon Greene whose poem was very 
moving. I would be honored to showcase it in my newsletter for 
others to read. 

Tuesday, January 21, I attended the celebration of life for former 
Supervisor of District 2, John Silva. His words were: “Be Nice to 
People, Be Kind, Love Everyone.” His legacy is truly: “A Life Well 
Lived” 

Wednesday night, January 22, was Benicia Unified School 
District's "The State of the District," celebrating success while 
navigating the future. Students and staff were available to discuss 
what projects they were showcasing. I was overjoyed to learn 
several students were taking classes at Solano Community 
College. The Benicia High School Jazz Band provide music. The 
Benicia District Superintendent talked about successes, but the 
future will be bumpy. Lack of money due to declining enrollment as 
well as other factors will be hard to navigate. He did mention a 
parcel tax is being looked at. To view the meeting, click here.  

Thursday night, January 25, I was at the Measure P Oversight 
Committee meeting. I attended because I am concerned there 
might not be enough money to pay for the deputy sheriffs to help 
provide security for the city.  When I brought this up during public 
comment, Vallejo City Manager Andrew Murray responded by 
saying the yearly cost is looking like $11 million and the discussion 
at the table is the Risk Management. (Who is paying for that?) He 
spoke on Zoom, so I wrote down what I thought I heard. He stated 
that Measure P brings in $18 million a year. 

There were nine requests for money on the agenda. By 8:30, only 
four had been discussed. The meeting video is available, click here 
to watch. 

 

 

https://beniciaunified.org/2025/01/22/benicia-unified-state-of-the-district-live-stream/
https://vallejoca.portal.civicclerk.com/event/7255/media
https://vallejoca.portal.civicclerk.com/event/7255/media


Looking for a job? Consider these links 

If you or someone you know is looking for a job, please consider a 
career with Solano County. Click HERE to access the website and 
follow on Facebook @SolanoCountyJobs. Please also consider 
these other employment resources, including: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY OF BENICIA 
CITY OF FAIRFIELD 
CITY OF VALLEJO 
SOLANO COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BENICIA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
FAIRFIELD-SUISUN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
VALLEJO SCHOOL DISTRICT 
POST OFFICE 
GREATER VALLEJO RECREATION DISTRICT 
YOUTH JOBS CORPS 
CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS 
SOLANO RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
FAIRFIELD-SUISUN SEWER DISTRICT 

 

Newsletter photo 

Officer's Quarters on Mare Island in the city of Vallejo. Photo: 
Monica Brown 

 

 

 
First elected in 2016, Monica represents 
District 2 on the Solano County Board of 
Supervisors. District 2 encompasses the 
city of Benicia, the portion of Vallejo south 
of Georgia Street, Mare Island, Cordelia, 
Green Valley and a portion of Fairfield.  
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